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Abstract

A Simple, sensitive, accurate and rapid analytical method for
simultaneous separation and determination of inorganic acions

2
4

2
432 SO,HPO,NO,Br,NO,Cl,(F 

and I ,) and

organic acids (acetic acid, formic acid, succinic acid, tartaric acid, malic
acid, oxalic acid and fumric acid) was developed by using suppressed
conductimetric ion chromatognaphy. The separation was achieved on
shim-pack 1C-SA2 250 mmL  4.5 mm ID Peak with a mobile phase
consisting of 0.6 mM potassium carbonate + 12 mM potassium hydrogen
carbonate + 0.0125mM N – {[(ethylamino ) thioxomethyl] hydrazine
carbonylmethyl} trimethyl ammonium chloride (ETHTC), a flow rate of 1
ml / min and 30ºC. Under the optimal conditions the eight inorganic
anions and the seven organic acids were completely separated and
detected simultaneously within 20. 367 min. The limit of detection (S/
N=3) of inorganic anions and organic acids were in the range of 0.9992 –
0.9998 µg/L and 0.9991 – 0.9998, respectively and the relative standard
deviation (RSD %) of all ions found to be below 1.36%.

The method was applied successfully to the analysis of Roselle
(Hibiscus sabdariffa L.) sample.

Key words: Optimisation, determination, inorganic anions,
organic acids, ETHTC, suppressed ion chromatography Roselle
(Hibiscus sabdariffa L.).
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1- Introduction

Ion chromatography (IC) remains one

of the most powerful instrumental techniques
for the determination of inorganic anions and
organic acids.
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As a consequences, IC is widely used
in different environmental samples such as
natural water1-3, snow4-6, ice5,7 rain8,9 and air10,11,
atmosphere monitoring12, food13-27, pharma-
ceutical28-30, including forensic science31,32.

In recent years several methods have
been proposed for the simultaneous chromato-
graphic separation of inorganic anions and
organic acids.

A mixed mode stationary phase was
proposed33 using a silica – based stationary
phase bonded with ligands containing both
reversed phase and ion exchange function.
Anion chromatography with gradient elution34

has also been proposed and applied to the
determination of inorganic anions and organic
acids in precipitation samples35. Non suppressed
ion exchange chromatography with conductivity
detection, in which a low conductivity eluent
is used, was applied for the simultaneous
determination of inorganic anions and organic
acids in food samples24.

In our previous papers16,17,21 we reported
that ETHTC was used successively for the
simultaneous separation and determination of
some organic acids and inorganic anions. Also,
we mentioned earlier that the presence of the
ligand leads to increase the sensitivity as well
as the changing of the positions. Moreover,
the analysis time for separation has been
effectively reduced in case of anions salts while
the separation is slightly lower in case of
organic acids. The main purpose of this study
is to establish an efficient suppressed ion
chromatographic method for the simultaneous
separation and determination of a mixture of
organic acids and inorganic anions by optimization

of chromatographic parameters (eluent flow
rate, temperature, pH, mobile phase).

2- Experimental

2-1: Apparatus:

In this study analysis and data collection
were performed by LC solution software using
a HIC-20A SUPER ion chromatograph
purchased from shimadzo consisting of an LC-
20ADSP liquid delivery pump, a DGU-20A3.
Degasser, Rheodyne (77251) injection valve
with a 20 µl sample loop, CTO – 20 ACSP

column oven, CDD – 10 ASP conductivity
detector, and SCL - 10 ASP system controller.
The anion exchange column (shim – pack IC-
SA2 – 250 mmL X 4.0 mm ID PEEK). The
column oven was maintained at 30ºC.

2-2. Reagents:

All the inorganic anions and organic
acids in this study were of analytical reagents
and were purchased from BDH chemical poole
England, while N-{[(ethylamino) thioxomethyl]
hydrazine carbhonylmethyl}trimethyl ammonium
chloride (ETHTC) was prepared as reported
earlier36. Double distilled deionized water was
filtered through 0.2 µm whatman membrane.
All standard solution eluents and reagents were
prepared in double distlled deionzed water and
filtered through 0.2 µm whatman membrane
filter.

2.3. Sample preparation:

20 g of Roselle (Hibiscus sabdariffa
L.) was placed in a flask containing 70 ml
double distilled deionized water. The mixure
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was heated at 90ºC for 30 minutes. After
cooling, the solution was filtered through 0.2
µm whatman membrane filter and then the
filtrate was transferred to 100 ml flask and
double distilled deionzed water added to the
mark. This sample solution was injected into
the ion chromatograph directly. Each sample
was run ten times.

2-4. The optimum conditions:

The optimum analytical conditions
have been established in this study in order to
separate and determine eight inorganic anions

 2
432 ,HPO,NO,Br,NO,Cl,(F

2
4SO and) and seven organic acids (acetic

acid, formic acid, succinic acid, tartaric acid,
malic acid, oxalic acid and fumaric  acid) simul-
taneously using isocratic method with 0.6 mM
potassium carbonate and 12 mM potassium
hydrogen carbonate at pH 8.97, flow rate 1
ml/min and at 30ºC.

The data obtained was compared with
the eluent solution containing of 0.0125 mM
ETHTC in addition to the above mentioned
eluent at pH 9.98, flow rate 1 ml/min and at
30ºC.

3- Results and Discussion

3.1- The effect of potassium carbonate
concentration:

In order to achieve simultaneous
separation of inorganic anions and organic
acids, potassium carbonate and potassium
hydrogen carbonate were used as mobile phase.
Effect of potassium carbonate concentration
on the retention behaviour was examined with
the concentration of potassium hydrogen

carbonate fixed at 12 mM. The relation between
the retention volume of analyte and the
concentration of potassium carbonate is shown
in fig. (1), it can be seen that the retention
volumes decreased with increasing the potassium
carbonate concentration, the decreased in
retention volumes was linear for the following
anions  ,F   acetic, formic,   Br,NO,Cl 2

 and
 ,NO3

  also the decrease in retention volume
wehre sharply for the following anions, succinic,
tartaric, 2

4SO , malic oxalic, fumaric and I,
while the decrease in retention volume wehere
stdeay for the following anions, F, acetic,

formic,   Br,NO,Cl 2
  NO3

 and  2
4HPO .

As a result, the optimum potassium carbonate
concentration was determined to be 0.51 mM,
based on the resolution and retention volume
for each analyte, while after this concentration
three overlapped has been observed, the first
overlap between succinic and tartaric, the
second overlap between malic and oxalic and
I, the third overlap between fumaric and the
three mentioned overlap appeared at
concentration of 0.6 mM potassium carbonate,
section 3.5 will discuss the solution of these
overlapp.

3.2: The effect of flow rate:

The influence of flow rate on the
retention volume of inorganic anions and
organic acids under investigation was carried
out by applying different flow rate including
0.45, 0.65, 0.85, 0.9 and 1.0 ml/min in order to
achieve good and fast separation. Table (1)
and figure (2) revealed that the retention
volumes of each anion decrease with
increasing the flow rate from 0.45 – 1.0 ml/
min.



The greatest effet was eviedent for
I while the lowest was for acetic. It is quite
evident from the table 1 and fig. (2) that there
are big variations in retention volume of anions
under investigation, even in the retention volume
of individual anions.

This leads to different sensitivities. The
relationship between the flow rate and
retention volume according to results obtained
can be divided into two division, the first division
which has sharp decrease in retention volume
can be devidied into three subdivision.

The first subdivision showed that there
is sharp decrease in retention volum between
0.45 – 0.65 ml/min for only F. This subdivision
extended to 0.85 ml/min including formic acid,

  2
432 HPO,NO,Br,NO,Cl , succinic

acid,  2
4SO and malic acid, whereas the

second subdivision showed sharp decrease in
retention volume between 0.9–1.0 ml/min this
includes  ,HPO,NO 2

43
  Succinic acid, tartaric

acid,  2
4SO  and malic acid, the third subdi-

vision has unique quality because its covers
all the values of flow rate under stadies (0.45,
0.65, 0.85, 0.9 and 1.0 ml/min) this includes
oxalic acid, fumaric acid and I The second
division which has a steady decrease in
retention volume can also be divided into three
subdivision, the first subdivision revealed that
the steady decrease in retention volume was
between 0.45 – 1.0 ml/ min This covers all the
fifteenth anions under investigation. Whereas
the second subdivision showed steady decrease
in retention volume between 0.65-1.0  ml/min
for only F, and the third subdivision revealed
that the steady decrease in retention volume

was between 0.85 – 0.9 ml/min. This include
six anion  ,HPO,NO 2

43
  succinic acid, tartaric

acid,  2
4SO  and malic acid. This subdivision

extended to 1.0 ml/min including, formic acid,
 

2NO,Cl  and  Br .

3.3: Effect of the eluent pH on retention behavior
of inorganic anions and organic acids:

Several pH values were applied in this
study including 8.65, 8.75, 8.80, 8.88 and 8.97
pH, to study the effect of the eluent pH on
retention volume of inorganic anions and
organic acids.

The data presented in table (2) and
fig. (3) shows the relationship between the pH
of the eluent and the retention volumes of
inorganic anions and organic acids. The retention
volumes of these anions decreased with
increasing the pH of the eluent. The greatest
effect was eviedent for I while the lowest
was for acetic acid. As it can be seen there
are big variation in retention volume of
inorganic anions and organic acids under
investigation as function of pH values in the
mobile phase, and the retention volumes were
slightly decreased for some anions such as F,

acetic acid, formic acid,   Br,NO,Cl 2

and  ,NO3
  whereas the decrease in retention

volumes for the other anion were sharply such
as  ,HPO2

4
  succinic acid, tartaric acid,  ,SO2

4


malic acid, oxalic acid, fumaric and I, and the
suitable pH selected was 8.88, providing a good
separation at reasonable elution time, also the
data revealed that the separation after pH 8.88
will be impossible due to three the overlaps

first between  ,HPO2
4
  succinin acid and
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tartaric acid, second the overlap between malic
acid and oxalic acid, and the third orerlap
between fumaric acid and I, these three
overlaps has been appeared at pH 8.97, the
solution of these three overlapped will be
discuss in section 3.5.

3.4: Effect of column temperature and
eluent strength on the retention volume:

The effect of column temperature and
eluent strength on the retention volume are
shown in figures (4a, 4b and 4c) and the results
are allotted in table (3). At the three temperature
(25, 28 and 30C) the retention volume of all
inorganic anions and organic acids under
investigation is increased as the eluent
concentration increases from 0.27 to 0.6 mM
of potassium carbonate.

The magnitude of retention volume
increases in the following descending order:
I > fumaric acid > oxalic acid > malic acid
> SO2

4
> tartaric acid > succinic acid > 2

4HPO
> 

3NO >Br>  
2NO  > Cl  >  formic acid >

acetic acid >F.

The retention volumes at the different
five eluent strength decreased when the column
temperature is increased from 25 to 30C and
the magnitude of retention volume decreases
was in the following descending order I> fumaric

acid > oxalic acid > malic acid > 2
4SO >

   Cl,NO,BrNO 23 > formic acid >
acetic acid > F, the increase in the retention
volumes for organic acids and inorganic anions
was steady and linear at the temperature 25
and 28C while the increases in retention
volumes at 30C not linear, and the increase

was sharply at the concentration between 0.51
and 0.6 mM potassium carbonate for the
following  anions  2

4HPO ,  succinic  acid
 2

4SO , malic acid, oxalic acid, fumaric acid

and I. Moreover the results indicate that the
resolution at concentration 0.51 mM for potassium
carbonate and 30C gives the shortest retention
volume, also the data revealed that the separation
after 0.51 mM potassium carbonate will be
impossible due to the three overlap first

between  2
4HPO , succinic acid and tartaric

acid, second between malic acid and oxalic
acid and third between fumaric acid and I,
these three overlap has been appeared at 0.6
mM potassium carbonate and at 30C. The
optimum condition proposed in this study
enables us to reduce the whole retention
volumes for the all separated organic acids and
inorganic anion from 35.422 to 22.411min.

3.5: The effect of ETHTC on retention volume
(VR) and sensitivity :

The addition of ETHTC to the eluent
was carried out to improve peak resolution
between inorganic anions and organic acids
under studies. Different concentration of ETHTC
(0.0120, 0.0125 and 0.013 m)) where added
to 0.6 mM K2CO3+ 12 mM KHCO3 mobile
phase in an attempt to effect the retention of
inorganic anions and organic acids under
investigation. These results were compared to
those obtained with same column but without
the addition of ETHTC. The results revealed
that the degree of resolution of inorganic anions
and organic acid is improved by adding ETHTC
to eluent mixture and the efficiency of separation
process is increased with decreasing the
concentration of ETHTC and the most efficient
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and powerful concentration of ETHTC was
found to be 0.0125 mM. Also the results indicate
that the best concentration of potassium
carbonate and potassium hydrogen carbonate
in the presence of ETHTC was found to be
0.6 mM and 12 mM respectively.

In addition the results indicate that the
ETHTC caused several effects. Which are
reducing the retention time (Fig. 5 and Fig. 6)
and solving the three overlap mentioned before

which is the overlap between  ,HPO2
4


succinic acid and tartaric acid also the overlap
between malic acid and oxalic acid and the
overlap between fumaric acid and I (Fig. 5
and 6), moreover the sensitivity of inorganic
anions and organic acids has been improved.
Fig. (7) shows the sensitivity of before and
after adding ETHTC, which exhibit that the
sensitivity of Cl increased by adding ETHTC
to the content of mobile phase.

On comparing our results with data
of both Yoshikowa et al.12 and Krata et al.6 we
found our results more satisfactory. Yoshikawa
et al.12 investigated the separation of six
organic acids (acetic acids, lactic acid, succinic
acid, malic acids, tartaric acid and citric acid)
and four inorganic anions  

32 NO,NO,Cl(
and  2

4SO ) using 2.0 mM benzoic acid + 1.2
mM tris aminomethane as eluent. The results
indicate that the time of separation is around
30 minutes.

Krata et al.6 also investigated the
separation of two organic acids (acetic acid and
formic acid) and seven inorganic anions
 ,HPO,NO,Br,NO,Cl,(F 2

432
 and

 2
4SO ) using mixure of 1.0 mM NaHCO3 and

3.2 mM Na2CO3 as an eluent. The results
revealed that the time of separation is shorter
than 17 minutes.

On the other hand our studies involve
the separation of seven organic acids (acetic
acid, formic acid, succinic acid, tartaric acid,
malic acid, oxalic acid and fumaric acid) and

eight inorganic anions  
2 ,Br,NO,Cl,(F

 2
4

2
43 SO,HPO,NO  and I) and the time of

separation is 20.367 minutes.

The results suggest that our method
gives better results than that done by both
Yoshikawa et al.12 and krata et al.6.

In addition in our pervious paper22 we
investigated the separation of seven organic
acids (acetic acid, formic acid, succinic acid,
tartaric acid, malic acid, oxalic acid and fumaric
acid) and eight inorganic anions   ,Cl,(F

 2
4

2
432 SO,HPO,NO,Br,NO and I)

using 0.6 mM  
32 COK + 12 mM  

3KHCO
+ 0.05 mM 18 – crown -6 as eluent, the results
revealed that the time of separation 18.588
minutes.

This means that the results obtained
by our previous paper22 gives better results
than the use of ETHTC as a composition of
the mobile phase.

In conclusion the presence of ETHTC
improve the degree of resolution, solving the
overlap between the ions, increases the
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sensitivity and decreasing the retention time
from 22.411 to 20.367 minutes.

The detection limits for various inorganic
anions and organic acids are given in table (4).
The detection limits obtained by using mixture
of 0.6 mM potassium carbonate + 12 mM
potassium hydrogen carbonate + 0.0125 mM
ETHTC pH 8.98 are lower several times than
those obtained by 0.6 mM potassium carbonate
+ 12 mM potassium hydrogen carbonate pH
8.97. Table (4) shows that the calibration graph
for all analytes were linear, with regression
coefficient (r2) of 0.9991 – 0.9998.

3.6: Application:

From our acquaintance in the literatures,
it has been appeared that there is no study in
ion chromatography take up the point of
separation and determination of inorganic
anions and organic acids in Roselle (Hibiscus
sabdariffa L.).

Therefore the new established method
by using the mobile phase consisting of 0.6
mM potassium carbonate + 12 mM potassium
hydrogen carbonate + 0.0125 mM ETHTC has
been successfully applied to the separation and
determination of inorganic anions and organic
acids in Roselle (Hibiscus sabdriffa L.).

          Table (5) summarizes the determination
and reproducibility of inorganic anion and
organic acids (n = 10) in Roselle (Hibiscus
sabdriff L.) sample. It is quiet eviedent from
the data presented in table (5) that the Roselle
(Hibiscus sabdriffa L) Sample contains six

inorganic anions   2
43 ,HPO,NO,Cl,(F

2
4SO,  and  I ) and five organic acids (acetic

acid, succinic acid, tartaric acid, malic acid and
oxalic acid), with the absence of formic acid,

  Br,NO2 and fumric acid, in addation the
data revealed that there are variation in
concentration of each aralytes presented in the
sample and succinic acid was the most abundant
analytes while the lowest was for the F. In
addition the results shows the relative standard
deviation (RSD%) below 1.36%.

The chromatogram of inorganic anions
and organic acids presented in Roselle (Hibiscus
sabdariffa L.) sample is shown in figure (8).

4. Conclusions:

The present study was attained to
develop a simple, accurate and rapid analyticl
methodology for the simultaneous determination

of common inorganic anions,   ,Cl,F
 2

4
2
432 SO,HPO,NO,Br,NO ,  I ,

and organic acids, acetic acid, formic acid,
succinic acid, tartaric acid, malic acid, oxalic acid,
fumaric acid in Roselle (Hibiscus sabdriffa L.)
The proposed method has several advantages
of sensitivity, low detection limit, linearity,
reproducibility and the importance of the ligand
(ETHTC) in the composition of mobile phase.

The data revealed the nutritional value
of Roselle (Hibiscus sabdriff L.).
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